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Associate Trauma Medical Director




Chair, Medical Staff Quality Review Committee





Director, Progressive Care Unit

Director, 4th year Surgery/Surgical Critical Care Student Clerkship

Staff Surgeon





Ernest E. Moore Shock Trauma Center at Denver Health

Assistant Professor of Surgery




University of Colorado, School of Medicine
ADDRESS: 

777 Bannock St. 
MC 0206




Denver, CO 80204




303-602-6000
CONTACT:

ryan.lawless@dhha.org
UNDERGRADUATE EDUCATION:
8/2000 – 5/2004

St. Lawrence University
Canton, NY

Bachelor of Science
Major: Neuroscience 

GRADUATE EDUCATION:
6/2004 – 5/2008

SUNY Upstate Medical University



Syracuse, NY

POST-GRADUATE TRAINING:
 6/2008 – 6/2013

Lehigh Valley Health Network



Allentown, PA





General Surgery Residency
7/2013 – 6/2014

University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston





Houston, TX

Surgical Critical Care Fellowship
LICENSURE AND SPECIALTY CERTIFICATION

2018


PALS Certified

2017


Rural Trauma Team Development Course Instructor


2017


STOP the Bleed Instructor


2017


Fellow of the American College of Surgeons


2016


ASSET Course Director


2016


ATLS Course Director


2016


Florida Medical License (Full: ME 130001) - current
2016


Colorado Medical License (Full: DR 56216) - current

2015


Basic Endovascular Surgery for Trauma (BEST)


2015


ACLS/BLS Certified

2014


ASSET Instructor

2014


ATLS Instructor recertified 


2014


ABLS Certified

2014


American Board of Surgery – Surgical Critical Care - #003496

2014


American Board of Surgery – General Surgery - #058871

2013


Texas Medical License (Full: P6991) - current

2013


ASSET (Advanced Surgical Skills for Exposure in Trauma)
HOSPITAL APPOINTMENTS:

3/2018
- present

Vail Health





181 W. Meadow Drive





Vail, CO 81657





10/2016 – present

Yampa Valley Medical Center





1024 Central Park Drive





Steamboat Springs, CO 80487

2/2016 – present 

Denver Health Medical Center





777 Bannock St. MC 0206





Denver, CO 80204

10/2013 – 10/2015 

Memorial Hermann Hospital




Texas Medical Center
                                               6411 Fannin St.




Houston, TX  77030


12/2013 – 8/2016 

M.D. Anderson Cancer Center





Texas Medical Center

Houston, TX 77030

10/2013 – 9/2015

Memorial Hermann Hospital – Northwest






1635 North Loop W
Houston, TX 77008
HOSPITAL POSITIONS/COMMITTEES


2016 - present


Ex-Officio Member, Medical Staff Executive Committee

2016 - present
Chair and Founding Member of Medical Staff Quality Review Committee

2016 - present


Founding Member, Credentialing/Privileging Committee

2016 - present


Surgical Director of Progressive Care Unit


2016 - present


Director of 4th year Surgery and Critical Care Clerkship
HONORS AND AWARDS

EAST Leadership Development Workshop Scholarship - 2018

5280 Top Doc – General Surgery - 2018

5280 Top Doc – Colon & rectal Surgery - 2017

Wall of Honor – Frankfort-Schuyler High School - 2017

Humanism in Medicine Award - 2017

Resident as Medical Student Teacher of the Year – 2013
Stahler-Rex Surgical Research Award – 2012
Paul R. Bosanac Research and Publication Award – 2011
Surgical Jeopardy 2012 ACS Clinical Congress Participant
Surgical Jeopardy 2011 Keystone ACS winner


Schaeffer Surgical Society Academic Presentation Award – 2010


Surgical Jeopardy 2010 Keystone ACS participant

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Rural Trauma Team Development Course

2018 – present 

Stop the Bleed Course



2018 – present 
Long-term Integrated Care Clerkship


2016 – present 

General Surgery Mock Oral Examination

2013 – present 

Physical Diagnosis Preceptorship


2014 – 2016 


Advanced Surgical Skills for Exposure in Trauma
2013 – present 

Advanced Trauma Life Support


2010 – present 

LVHN Sterile Field Video Instructor 


2011


LVHN Surgical Residency Conference

2009 – June 2013


Surgical Skills Laboratory Instructor


2012 – 2013


Student, Resident, Fellow Lectures


2009 – present

CURRENT INVOLVEMENT

1. Development and Implementation of Extracorporeal Life Support Service at Denver Health
2. A Phase IV, multicenter, prospective, randomized, controlled clinical study to compare the IrriSept system versus Standard of Care (SoC) on the prevalence of Surgical Site Infection (SSI) in patients with abdominal trauma or acute surgical abdomen. (on hold for data review)
3. Multicenter, prospective, observation study evaluating Appendicitis in North America. EAST Multicenter Trial, Site PI (data being reviewed and updated)
4. Prospective, observational study of temporary intravascular shunts in trauma. EAST Multicenter Trial, Site PI 
5. EAST Committee: Patient Safety and Quality

6. EAST Practice Management Guideline: Pelvic Fracture Management – Pelvic Packing and Angio-embolization – presented at EAST 2019 PMG Plenary Session by Nikolay Bugaev, MD

7. Denver Health Medical Center: Hospital wide revision of privilege forms

8. Denver Health Medical Center: Hospital wide revision of OPPE/FPPE forms and process

9. CDPHE: review of TNCC and ATCN for equivalency – completed 2018
10. CDPHE: Neurosurgery Scope of Care: Trauma Revisions – completed 2018
PUBLICATIONS
1. Lawless RA, Moore EE, Cohen MJ, Moore HB, Sauaia A. US national trends in violent and unintentional injuries, 2000 to 2016. JAMA Surg. 2018; doi: 10.1001/jamasurg.2018.2496

2. Moskowitz EE, Garabedian L, Harden K, Perkins-Pride E, Asfaw M, Preslaski C, Liasia KN, Lawless R, Burlew CC, Pieracci F. A double-blind, randomized controlled trial of gabapentin vs. placebo for acute pain management in critically ill patients with rib fractures. Injury. 2018; 49(9):1693-1698.

3. Moskowitz EE, Burlew CC, Moore EE, Pieracci FM, Fox CJ, Campion EM, Lawless RA, Cohen MJ. Preperitoneal pelvic packing is effective hemorrhage control in open pelvic fractures. Am J Surg. 2018;215(4): 675-677

4. Dunn RH, Jackson T, Burlew CC, Pieracci FM, Fox C, Cohen M, Campion EM, Lawless R, Mauffrey C. Fat emboli syndrome and the orthopaedic trauma surgeon: lessons learned and clinical recommendations. Int Orthop. 2017;41(9): 1729-1734.

5. Harvin JA, Wray CJ, Steward J, Lawless RA, McNutt MK, Love JD, Moore LJ, Wade CE, Cotton BA, Holcomb JB. Control the damage: morbidity and mortality after emergent trauma laparotomy. Am J Surg. 2016, 212(1): 34-39.

6. Inaba K, Aksoy T, Seamon MJ, Marks JA, Duchesne J, Schroll R, Fox CJ, Pieracci FM, Moore EE, Joseph B, Haider AA, Harvin JA, Lawless RA, Cannon J, Holland SR, Demetriades D; Multicenter Shunt Study Group. Multicenter evaluation of temporary intravascular shunt use in trauma. J Trauma Acute Care Surg. 2016,80(3):359-64
7. Mesar T, Martin D, Lawless R, Podbielski  J, Cook  M; Underwood S, Larentzakis A, Cotton B, Fagenholz P, Schreiber M, Holcomb JB, Marini J, Sharma U, Rago AP, King DR. Human dose confirmation for self-expanding intra-abdominal foam: A translational, adaptive, multicenter trial in recently deceased human subjects. J Trauma Acute Care Surg. 2015, 79 (1):39-47.

8. Lawless RA, Dangleben DA. Caval Agensis with a Hypoplastic Left Kidney in a 
Patient with Trauma on Warfarin for Deep Vein Thrombosis. Vasc Endovascular Surg 2012, 46 (1): 75-76.
ABSTRACTS

1. Cralley A, Yeh D, Lawless RA. Post-operative Antibiotics After Simple (Acute) Appendicitis Are Not Associated with Improved Clinical Outcomes. Surgical Infection Society; 2019 Jun 5-8. (accepted)
2. Coleman J, Lawless RA, Moore EE, Cohen MJ, et al. Pregnancy in Trauma: a Level – 1 Trauma Center’s Experience over Ten Years; ECTES; 2019 May 5-7; Prague, Czech Republic. (accepted)

3. Nguyen V, Coleman J, Burlew CC, Lawless RA. Sepsis Rates After Invasive Rewarming for Accidental Hypothermia: Significant Morbidity After Survival to Normothermia. Southwestern Surgical Congress; 2019 Apr 14-17; Huntington Beach, CA. (accepted)
4. Wallace B, Werner N, Burlew CC, Lawless RA. Not All Hoofbeats are Horses: Coronary Dissection Following Blunt Trauma. Western Trauma Association Annual Meeting; 2019 Mar 3-8; Snowmass, CO. (accepted)

5. D. Dante Yeh, Jeffery Wild, Katelyn A. Young, Haytham Kaafarani, Ahmed Eid, Martin Zielinski, Mohamed Ray-Zack, Ryan A. Lawless, Alexis L. Cralley, and Marie Crandall for the EAST Appendicitis Study Group. Multicenter Study of the Treatment of Appendicitis in North America: Acute, Perforated, and Gangrenous (MUSTANG). Eastern Association for the Surgery of Trauma Annual Scientific Assembly; 2019 Jan 15-18; Austin, TX
6. Lawless RA, Semwal M, Haukoos J, Lavonas E, Bensard D, Campion E, Cohen M, Burlew C, Fox CJ, Moore E, Platnick B, Pieracci F. Shock Index predicts emergency surgical intervention in trauma patients who otherwise do not meet American College of Surgeons activation criteria. Southwestern Surgical Congress; 2018 Apr 9-11; Napa Valley, CA.
7. Price JA, Lawless RA, McNutt MK, Moore LJ, Cotton BA, Wade CE, Holcomb JB, Harvin JA. Risk Factors for Dehiscence Following Emergent Trauma Laparotomy.  In: Proceedings of the Academic Surgical Congress; 2016 Feb 2-4; Jacksonville, FL; ASC20161126

8. Beach RW, Lawless RA, McNutt MK, Moore LJ, Cotton BA, Wade CE, Holcomb JB, Harvin JA. Risk Factors for Colonic Suture Line Failure in Patients Undergoing Emergent Trauma Laparotomy. In: Proceedings of the Academic Surgical Congress; 2016 Feb 2-4; Jacksonville, FL; ASC20161127

9. Harvin JA, Wray CJ, Steward J, Lawless RA, McNutt MK, Love JA, Albarado RP, Khan SA, Moore LJ, Adams PR, Wade CE, Cotton BA, Holcomb JB.  CONTROL THE DAMAGE: MORBIDITY AND MORTALITY AFTER EMERGENT TRAUMA LAPAROTOMY.  In: Proceedings of the 67th Annual Meeting of the Southwestern Surgical Congress; 2015; Monterey, Ca.
10. Lawless RA, Harvin J, Love JD. Novel Simulation Course for Application of Resuscitative Endovascular Balloon Occlusion of the Aorta. In: Proceedings of the  Academic Surgical Congress; 2015; Feb 2-4; Las Vegas, NV; Abstract nr 18.20
11. Lawless RA, Dangleben DA. Utilization of Smartphone Apps for the Enhancement of Surgical Education. In: Proceedings of the Pennsylvania Committee on Trauma Meeting; 2012; Harrisburg, PA. 
12. Lawless RA, Dangleben DA. Utilization of Smartphone Apps for the Enhancement of Surgical Education (poster). In: Proceedings of the American College of Surgeons, Keystone Chapter Annual Meeting; Allentown, PA; November 2011 
13. Lawless RA, Sandhu R. A Five-Year Review of Mild Blunt Traumatic Brain Injury: Are Routine Re-imaging, ICU Monitoring, and Neurosurgical Consultation Necessary? In: Proceedings of the Schaeffer Surgical Society Research Day, Lehigh Valley Health Network; Allentown, PA; June 2011
14. Lawless RA, Dangleben DA, Scagliotti C, Olenwine J, Hong JJ, Whalen TV, Badellino MM. Experience of Resident Assistant Does Not Influence Incidence of Common Bile Duct Injuries During Laparoscopic Cholecystectomy. In: Proceedings of the American College of Surgeons, Keystone Chapter Annual Meeting; 2010; November; Harrisburg, PA

15. Lawless RA, Dangleben DA, Scagliotti C, Olenwine J, Hong JJ, Whalen TV, Badellino MM. Experience of Resident Assistant Does Not Influence Incidence of Common Bile Duct Injuries During Laparoscopic Cholecystectomy. In: Proceedings of the Schaeffer Surgical Society Research Day; 2010; June; Allentown, PA
BOOK CHAPTERS
1. Lawless RA. Transfusion Therapy. In Keech and Laterza (EDs.) Duke’s Anesthesia Secrets, 6th edition (in press)

2. Radomski M and Lawless RA. Large Bowel Obstruction. In RC McIntyre and RD Schulick (EDs.) Surgical Decision Making, 6th edition (in press)

3. Lawless RA. Potassium Disorders. In RC McIntyre and RD Schulick (EDs.) Surgical Decision Making, 6th edition (in press)

4. Lawless RA and Moore EE. Pancreatic and Duodenal injury. In AH Harken and EE Moore (Eds.) Abernathy’s Surgical Secrets. 2017
5. Lawless RA and Holcomb JB. Plasma Resuscitation. In E Gonzalez, HB Moore, and EE Moore (Eds.) Trauma Induced Coagulopathy. 2016.
6. Lawless RA. Historical Perspective. In DA Dangleben and FG Madbak (Eds.) Options in the Management of the Open Abdomen. 2015 e-book.
7. Lawless RA, Barraco R, Pasquale M. Nutrition Support. In J. Yelon and F. Luchette (Eds.) Geriatric Trauma and Critical Care. 2014
8. Lawless RA, Barraco R, Pasquale M. Geriatric Considerations. In KA Davis and SH Rosenbaum (Eds.) Surgical Metabolism: The Metabolic Care of the Surgical Patient. 2014.
9. Lawless RA. Surgical Oncology. In DA Dangleben, J Lee, and F Madbak (Eds.) ABSITE Slayer. 2013

10. Lawless RA. Spleen. In DA Dangleben, J Lee, and F Madbak (Eds.) ABSITE Slayer. 2013
11. Lawless RA, Dangleben DA, Badellino MM. Large Bowel Obstruction. In S. Cohn (Ed.) Surgery: Evidence-based Practice. 2012.
PRESENTATIONS 

1. Lawless, RA. REBOA: History, Physiology, & Future. Presented at Vail Health/Eagle County Paramedic Conference. Edwards, CO: December 2018

2. Lawless RA. Damage Control Resuscitation: the open abdomen. Presented at Boulder Community Health EMS Conference. Boulder, CO: October 2018

3. Lawless RA. REBOA: History, Physiology, & Advancement. Presented at Improving Outcomes Critical Care Conference, Denver, CO: October 2018

4. Lawless RA. REBOA. Presented at Boulder Community Hospital Grand Rounds, Boulder, CO: July 2018
5. Lawless RA. REBOA and other adjunct to Damage Control Surgery. Presented at the Rocky Mountain Trauma and Emergency Medicine Conference. Vail, CO: June 2018

6. Lawless RA. Direct Oral Anticoagulants and Trauma. Presented at Neurosurgery in the Rockies, Beaver Creek, CO: March 2018.

7. Lawless RA, Nehler M. Faculty Development Series. Invited Panelist. University of Colorado Health Science Center, Aurora, CO: March 2018

8. Lawless RA. Core Curriculum Lecture: Nutritionist. Presented at the teaching conference for the University of Colorado Surgical Residency, Aurora, CO: August 2018

9. Lawless RA. Core Curriculum Lecture: Trauma IV. Presented at the teaching conference for the University of Colorado Surgical Residency, Aurora, CO: July 2018

10. Lawless RA. Reversal of Direct Oral Anticoagulants. Presented at Panel Discussion at the American College of Surgeons Clinical Congress, San Diego, CA: October 2017

11. Lawless RA. Adjuncts to Damage Control Resuscitation. Presented at the Rocky Mountain Trauma and Emergency Medicine Conference, Beaver Creek, CO: June 2017
12. Lawless RA. Adjuncts to Damage Control Surgery. Presented at Surgical Grand Rounds at Kendall Regional Medical Center, Miami, FL: March 2017

13. Lawless RA, Nehler M. Faculty Development Series. Invited Panelist. University of Colorado Health Science Center, Aurora, CO: March 2017

14. Lawless RA. Core Curriculum Lecture: Nutritionist. Presented at the teaching conference for the University of Colorado Surgical Residency, Aurora, CO: August 2016

15. Lawless RA. Core Curriculum Lecture: Trauma IV. Presented at the teaching conference for the University of Colorado Surgical Residency, Aurora, CO: July 2016

16. Lawless RA. REBOA: Teaching Old Dogs New Tricks. Presented at the Educational Conference for the University of Pennsylvania Traumatology Service, Philadelphia, PA; September 2015. 
17. Lawless RA. REBOA: Teaching Old Dogs New Tricks. Presented at the University of Texas - Department of Surgery Grand Rounds, Houston, TX; April 2014.

18. Lawless RA. Aortic Occlusion for Hemorrhage. Presented at the Fellows Video Teleconference, Houston, TX; November 2013.
19. Lawless RA. Pancreatic Cystic Neoplasms. Presented at Surgical Grand Rounds, Lehigh Valley Health Network, Allentown, PA; March 2013.

20. Lawless RA. Surgical Nutrition in Pancreatic Cancer. Presented at Nutrition Grand Rounds, Lehigh Valley Health Network, Allentown, Pennsylvania; September 2012

21. Lawless RA, Dangleben DA, Scagliotti C, Olenwine J, Hong JJ, Whalen TV, Badellino MM. Experience of Resident Assistant Does Not Influence Incidence of Common Bile Duct Injuries during Laparoscopic Cholecystectomy (poster). Presented at American College of Surgeons, Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA; October 2011. 
22. Lawless RA, Hardin W. A Case of Blunt Abdominal Trauma: Not Just a Bellyache. Presented at John M. Templeton Jr. Pediatric Trauma Symposium - Challenging Cases in Pediatric Trauma II; Pittsburgh, PA; March 2011
23. Lawless, RA. Blunt Abdominal Trauma. Presented at Trauma 2010: A Continuum of Care; DeSales University; Allentown, PA; March 2011
24. Lawless RA, Hardin W. A Case of Blunt Abdominal Trauma. Presented at The Annual Day of Trauma; Philadelphia, PA; December 2010
25. Lawless RA, Dangleben DA. Caval agenesis with hypoplastic left kidney in a trauma patient on warfarin for deep vein thrombosis (poster). Presented at American College of Surgeons, Keystone Chapter Annual Meeting; Harrisburg, PA; November 2010
26. Lawless RA, Badellino M. Case Presentation: Penetrating Chest Trauma. Presented at The Annual Day of Trauma; Philadelphia, PA; December 2009
27. Lawless RA, Van der Meer T. A Case of Emphysematous Gastritis (poster). Presented at American College of Surgeons, Keystone Chapter Annual Meeting; State College, PA; November 2007

PRACTICE MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES
1. Initiation and Maintenance of Venous Thromboembolism Prophylaxis, Denver Health Medical Center – Trauma/Acute Care Surgery Guideline; in process
2. Management of Spinal Cord/Column Injuries, Denver Health Medical Center – Trauma/Acute Care Surgery Guideline; in process
3. Management of Severe Traumatic Brain Injury, Denver Health Medical Center – Trauma/Acute Care Surgery Guideline; in process.
4. Indication and Utilization of Hemodynamic Transesophageal Echocardiography (hTEETM) in STICU, Texas Trauma Institute Trauma/Critical Care Guidelines; July 2015.
ORGANIZATIONS


2008 - present 
American College of Surgeons


2014 - present 
Eastern Association for the Surgery of Trauma

2014 - 2016

Association for Academic Surgery


2014 - 2015

Univ. of Texas Health Science Center at Houston Faculty Senate
COURSES ATTENDED
2019
EAST Leadership Development Workshop: Strategic Professional Development

2019
EAST Short-course: Insider’s Guide to Kickstarting Your Research Career
2018
ACS Surgeons as Leaders: from the operating room to the boardroom

2018


Trauma Medical Director Course – TCAA Conference

2014 – 2015

Grants 102


2014


Grants 101
SURGICAL EDUCATION APPS


Surgery Education Network Administrator – 2012-13

Surgical Radiology 5/2011

ABSITe Surgery Quiz – 2011

Lower Endoscopy – 11/2011

Trauma Scenarios – 8/2011

